

270 H: Church History: The Development of Denominations                                          Chris Gardner
Syllabus                                                                                      Northeast Institute for Biblical Studies

Required Textbooks:	Rhodes, Ron, The Complete Guide to Christian Denominations, Harvest House Publishers, 2005

PURPOSE:  This course is designed as an overview of the development of denominations through the centuries and the relationships between denominations.  The course will cover the development of the church splits through the Protestant Reformation, then examine the Protestant denominations into the present.  It will not include cults that have arisen but do not rightly belong to Christianity proper or small sub-denominations.

OBJECTIVE:	At the end of this course each student should be able
· To understand the concepts and development of denominations;
· To know how the larger branches of the church took shape through the centuries;
· To recognize the main lines of denominational development;
· To consider the biblical teaching on denominations and unity.

Week			Lecture					Assignment
1.  Biblical Concepts on Denominations				------

2.  Developments in the church to 1517		Read Rhodes pp. 7-20, chapters 4, 14
1 page analysis of one chapter above
									
3.  European National Churches				Read Rhodes chapters 7, 11, 17
1 page analysis of one chapter above

4.  Separatists							Read Rhodes chapters 2, 12, 16
								1 page analysis of one chapter above
Certificate assignment: read and examine— https://truthforsaints.com/world-religions/christianity/christian-denominations/family-tree-flowchart/

5.  Pietists 							Read Rhodes chapters 6, 8
1 page analysis of one chapter above

6.  The Awakening Denominations	 			Read Rhodes chapters 3, 5, 13
								1 page analysis of one chapter above

7.  Revivalist Denominations					Read Rhodes chapters 1, 10
								1 page analysis of one chapter above
Certificate assignment: read — https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/trevin-wax/quick-guide-christian-denominations/
									
8.  Modern Denominations					Read Rhodes chapters 9, 15
Enrichment assignment: 1 page analysis of one chapter above
Certificate assignment: write a 4 page response to denominationalism



Paper requirements: Each one-page analysis paper should focus on just one of the chapters for that week’s reading assignment.  1 page means 1 typed page, double-spaced, 12 font or the handwritten equivalent (2 pages, handwritten, double-spaced, small print).  Less than a page will result in a lower grade.  Do not exceed two pages typed or four pages handwritten.

Final Week Response Paper requirements: This response paper should include a biblical analysis of denominationalism.  Are there positive and negative aspects to denominationalism?   Do you believe that the development of denominations has had a positive, negative, or neutral affect on the church?  4 pages, typed, double-spaced.  Do not exceed 6 pages typed. You may use other resources besides the class notes and the textbook. Be sure to provide footnotes and Bibliography for any resources you used including study Bible notes.


GRADING AND GRADING SCALE
Enrichment

		      Reading .......................................................................    8%

		      Attendance & Participation.........................................     8%

		      1 page Analysis Papers ................................................  84%

Certificate  page Analysis Papers…………….……..   60%

Certificate

Reading .......................................................................    8%

		      Attendance & Participation.........................................     8%

		      1 page Analysis Papers ................................................  60%

		      Response Paper ...........................................................  24%

		 			 Grading Scale
					91 - 100	A
					81 – 90	B
					71 – 80	C
					Below 70 redo work


Addendum: Attendance affects the student’s grade.  Students in the Enrichment or Certificate Levels who miss more than three hours of class time cannot receive a passing grade unless special arrangements are made with the instructor.
	

Contact information for Professor Gardner: c_n_gardner@yahoo.com or (347) 374-0967
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