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Mastering Discipleship
 James Buchanan, D. Min.
Cell Phone: 570-267-8142

COURSE DESCRIPTION
As Christians, we are called to be disciples of Jesus Christ, followers in His way, participants in His mission in the world. Ministry leadership, in all of its variances, is about helping people become such followers of Jesus Christ. This course will focus on facilitating discovery of what it means to lead people toward their process of aggressive growth. To do so, we will explore what it means to be a disciple and we can help people grow to be more like Jesus. 
LEARNING OBJECTIVES
By the end of this class you will be able to

1. Understand the Biblical implications of being a fully committed follower of Jesus Christ.
2. Interact with a Scriptural understanding of how people grow and develop in their walk with God.
3. Assess the spiritual strengths and weaknesses in your own life and in the lives of those to whom you are ministering.
4. Create an intentional ministry approach to meet the spiritual needs of those to whom you are ministering.
5. Guide people toward a dynamic, growing relationship with God, using formal and informal approaches.
TEXTS AND SUPPORTING MATERIALS
Scazzero, Peter. Emotionally Healthy Discipleship. Zondervan, 2021.

Other articles and websites as provided throughout the class.
INSTITUTIONAL POLICIES

Plagiarism: Plagiarism is taking the ideas or words of another person and presenting them as one’s own whether intentional or unintentional. Intentional plagiarism is unethical and constitutes a serious infraction of academic policy. When the words or ideas of others are used, proper credit must be given, either in a footnote or in the text.
COURSE ASSIGNMENTS

Reading

You are expected to read the textbook for the class by the date assigned.  A report will be detailed in class and must be submitted for full credit for the reading.

Discussions & Class Interaction

You will participate in weekly discussion designed to foster deeper understanding while cultivating a habit of mutual encouragement.  

God Sightings Journal

Each week you will share evidences of God at work in your life (fresh applications from Scripture, conversations used by God, relational encounters, thoughts impressed on you by God’s Spirit, music that stirs spiritual meaning for you, or any experience(s) that God uses to remind you of His presence, priority, promises, character, direction, etc. in your life). This will serve as a means of worshipping and glorifying Him and sensitizing us all to His activity and presence in our lives. 

Personal Growth Journal

This bi-weekly journal is distributed in class, due weeks 2, 4, and 6, detailing what you have been learning, where you have been struggling, and how you are attempting to grow through the challenges and experiences of life.  

Philosophy Paper

It is not expected to have a fully-fleshed out philosophy of discipleship; however, you should be formulating what it means to help people grow in their relationship with Jesus Christ.  This philosophy paper will address foundational issues as to what a disciple is, what the process of discipleship looks like, and key issues to implement in your relationships.  This paper will have specific instructions and rubrics online for you to work through and is due by the end of the class.

Evaluation

	Assignments
	Due Date
	Points or Percent

	Reading
	Week 7
	20%

	Discussion & Interaction
	Weekly
	10%

	God sightings
	Weekly
	20%

	Personal Growth Journals
	Bi-weekly
	20%

	Philosophy Paper
	Week 8
	30%

	Total
	
	100%


.
GRADING SCALE

	Letter
	%

	A
	90-100

	B
	80-89

	C
	70-79

	Redo class
	69 and under


 
Class Schedule

	Week
	Lesson
	Work Due for Class

	1
	What is a Disciple
	Nothing

	2
	What is Emotional Spiritual Health?
	God sighting, Scazzero Chapters 1 & 2, Emotional assessment, Journal # 1

	3
	Pathways
	God sighting, Scazzero Chapters 3 &4, 

	4
	Connecting Dots between Scripture and Life
	God sighting, Scazzero Chapters 5 & 6, Journal # 2

	5
	Leaning into Pivotal Circumstances
	God sighting, Scazzero Chapters 7 & 8,

	6
	One Anothers
	God sighting, Scazzero Chapters 9, Journal # 3

	7
	Crucial Conversations
	God sighting, Scazzero reading report

	8
	Final class summary
	God sighting, Journal # 4, Philosophy Paper



